Asynchronous osteoradionecrosis of the mandible treated with sequential fibula osteoseptocutaneous flaps: a report of two cases.
Osteroradionecrosis of the mandible is one of the most serious complications of radiotherapy in head and neck cancer. Once osteoradionecrosis of the mandible has been established, conservative therapy is often useless. Two cases of asynchronous bilateral osteoradionecrosis of the mandible are presented. In both cases, successful reconstruction was performed with 2 free fibula osteoseptocutaneous flap transfers from both legs. We believe that adequate debridement, with removal of dead or hypovascular bone and surrounding soft tissue, followed by vascularized composite bone grafts, is the key for a successful outcome. In our cases, the oral function after 2 reconstructive surgeries with the fibula osteoseptocutaneous flap was acceptable. Furthermore, the patient could walk without difficulty.